6/29/56 


-’ear Sylvia* 

Thanks for your note. The reaction has be ?n good* In the studio it was a bawl, 
■‘hose guys just quit on me, with even Long John 3 or. disgusted he dl on * t even 
say good night. 


With too much haste X*ve been mrk ing in the archly® whatever I can, I spotted 
something on the gun prists that 2 do not reeel set too clearly but 1% getting 
copies and will let yen know in more detail. There is a report Tran Day on the 
location of prints alongside' the trigger guard, two of them, not good, that I geera 
50 from the 25 vols* bat wasn’t sure, Something else along the seme line 

list I’m getting but have forgotten* 


t 

4-V 


Apparently Salandria was there Monday but we didn’t meet, I didn’t get there 
until, close to noon because I wa - on TV earlier* 


1 become sore apprehensive bout tha ultimate effect of the Epstein book snd 
his the longer I think of it. He admitted to the Washington Post that at least 
some of Knefcal* s criticism was justified, as all of us working in the field 
certainly know. He just does not know the material, and he is quite right in 
availing public appearances, for he’ll get clobbered and hurt as all* 

Nonetheless, though ray opinion of his contribution diminishes diily, I did 
forego sleep on my return from Dong John to write a response and a challenge to 
look and I sent c copy to Books for their use if they so desire, 1 fe d earlier 
given them a general defense of the book* 

The liking flackery flat he "ransacked". the 26 volumes, that is getting wide 
acceptance, vis. Sew Hapublie, will hurt ns all, for ha is only too unfamiliar 
with the evidence and reflects only what the self-seeking staff told his, including 
their opinions which, 3 s you may agree, ere largely seif- justification, While 
1 agree with your literary corrment on Salandria* s review, which 1 have been 
able to read but hastily snd am not certain 1 got all of it, I am in sympathy 
with his criticism. Seavsge, I think, was not at all unkind. The book just isn’t 
going to be in a class with say of the others, regardless of the fine ©notion 
you may feel toward the young man* As you possibly observed* I ignored it 04 
"ong John, Hot having read the ®a®bal piece by then, any other course was too 
dangerous, ^very thing any one of us says in public effects us all. 

Actually, Silvia, rs soon es I started to read Inquest I informed Yiking of the 
pit fella snd offered to help in any possible way. Their attitude, which ihey r>«ke 
explicit in the trade, is that ss long as the bo k gets mentioned they do not 
care, x ou may not be willing to believe this], but it is unfortunately true. They 
care nothing about you or Epstein or me or any of the others* They cars onlv about 
what they con make. They have had the book up for grabs in paperback for s wh'le. 
Except for the few large Times ads, they are not even standing That they normally do 
on a book they regard as important* They ere depending on the press end those of 
us working in the field to do the job for them. And they ere even cheap. Three 
people at diking* including Torn Gervaai, promised ton mail me a copy, Hone has, 
Kxpeet nothing good of them unless it serves their mercenary interest* 

Hurriedly, 



